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	Deborah Reeve, executive director of the National Art Education Association, speaks yesterday to Worcester educators at Burncoat Middle School. (T&G Staff/PAUL KAPTEYN)



WORCESTER — With a new presidential administration taking shape and the nation’s attitudes toward education continuing to evolve, art teachers should wade into the discussions and advocate for their profession, the executive director of the National Art Education Association told a small group of local educators this week.

Deborah B. Reeve, executive director of the Virginia-based organization, was in town to meet with art textbook publisher Davis Publications, and Davis President Wyatt R. Wade invited teachers to meet with her. About 20 people took him up on the offer at Burncoat Middle School Wednesday.

Ms. Reeve said a new emphasis on creativity, innovation and imagination all play to art’s strengths. “We need to own and help shape and direct that conversation,” she said. “We have to articulate the value of what happens to a student as a result of going through the classroom of a highly qualified art teacher,” as opposed to, say, having contact with a visiting artist.

Some of the teachers bemoaned the difficulty of making people understand the work behind student art pieces and of persuading taxpayers that art education is valuable. In response, Ms. Reeve noted that art is considered a core subject area under No Child Left Behind and encouraged teachers to advocate for equitable student access, professional development and a chunk of the budget.

“We’re talking about starting a movement here,” she said. “As a profession, we have to find our collective voice.”

Worcester public schools have 41 full-time art teachers who work in all of the district’s schools, sometimes in classrooms if there is no art room. Kathleen Ivanowski, the district’s visual arts liaison, said she is optimistic they will survive the next budget cycle, although she hasn’t heard details on the budget yet.

