April 20, 2009 Flexibility Information

Information was sent out by the California Department of Education (CDE) April 20, 2009, about SBX3 4 and the flexibility aspect of the adjusted February 19, 2009 State Budget.  This information included a “Letter from CDE,” Attachment A about Tier One and Tier Two, and Attachment B about Tier Three.  Questions have been received and these paragraphs have been written as clarifying responses to those questions from districts, direct-funded charters and county offices.  Please direct additional questions to the California Department of Education’s Visual and Performing Arts Consultant ncarr@cde.ca.gov, with regard to the Arts and Music Block Grant and the Arts, Music and Physical Education Grant.  

The Letter from CDE discusses all categorical grants and the flexibility aspect, at length.  When a district, direct-funded charter and/or county office chooses the option to use the flexibility provision, a public meeting must be held to hear public view about this matter.  This meeting is to occur after February 19, 2009, when the legislation was enacted with regard to the public meeting; a public meeting for this purpose prior to the February 19, 2009 legislation would not be applicable to this requirement.

The report that CDE is to provide to the Governor and the Legislature with regard to the Arts and Music Block Grant for fiscal year 2008-2009, will be written based upon the reports already submitted to CDE from districts, direct-funded charters, and county offices of education.  If a report for fiscal year 2008-2009 has not been submitted such reports may still be sent, at the choice of the district.  The more information provided upon which the report will be based, the more an  accurate report can be provided the Governor and the Legislature. Having said that, if a district does not now choose to submit the 2008-2009 Summary Report, they have that option.

Districts, direct-funded charters and county offices that did not submit their 2007-2008 Summary Report may submit those reports now, to receive the final apportionment payment for fiscal year 2007-2008.  Information will be forthcoming from CDE about this shortly. See Arts Grants 2007-2008 on this website for the Summary Report template for 20007-2008 and the FAQs for that fiscal year. That information may also be found at www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ca/vp.
