BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THE TWO ARTS GRANTS:

Arts and Music Block Grant  on-going grant

2006-2007, 2007-2008, and 2008-2009  (Resource Code 6760)

Arts, Music and Physical Education Grant  one-time grant

2006-2007   (Resource Code 6761)

The notes below are from a 2007 conversation at a Humboldt County regional meeting, a conversation between the attendees and Nancy Carr. The notes have been supplemented with 2007-2008 and 2008-2009 dates at the top of the information sheet, to provide current accurate information at the time of posting and  are italicized.  11-30-08
Both Grants were initially proposed by Governor Schwarzenegger in January 2006, a part of his proposal for the 2006-2007 state budget and then supported by the Legislature.  

The Governor and the Legislature were aware that there had been no training for the multiple subject teacher in the four arts and physical education since 1970, when the Ryan Act replaced the Fisher Bill. They acknowledged the need for such training and the conversation was to have an Arts and Music Block Grant that provided districts the opportunity to secure professional development for their teachers, training that supported teachers in learning one or more of the four arts disciplines’ content and the pedagogy of instruction, instruction that was sequential and standards-based. The word “arts” refers to dance, music, theatre and visual arts. They acknowledged that additional supplies and equipment would be needed to enable teachers to provide that sequential standards-based instruction in their classrooms.  The Grant was first purposed to be only for grades K through 8.

At the same time, realizing that the Physical Education Content Standards were new as of 2005 and the Visual and Performing Arts Content Standards were new as of 2001, the Arts, Music and Physical Education Grant, a one-time grant, was

proposed to further assist districts to provide training for their K-12 teachers to deliver that sequential standards-based instruction in dance, music, theatre, visual arts and physical education within the school day delivered by credentialed teachers. This grant interpreted physical education as the instruction that was sequential and based upon the content standards and not sports or athletics.  Again they acknowledged that additional supplies and equipment would be needed to enable teachers to provide that sequential standards-based instruction in their classes.

When the 2006-2007 state budget was adopted AB 1811 authorized, under Prop 98 Categorical Grants, the Arts and Music Block Grant to be an on-going grant and for grades K-12.  That same state budget included AB 1802 and later SB 1131, and authorized the Arts, Music and Physical Education Grant as a one-time grant and for grades K-12.  The two groups are identical in that they are for professional development for teachers/administrators and the purchase of supplies and equipment to support that sequential standards-based instruction.
The Arts and Music Block Grant additionally has and added capacity.  The Governor and Legislature acknowledged that instruction in the state is the responsibility of the credentialed teacher and so added, to that grant only, the capacity to hire and the conversation was that meant the capacity to hiring of a credentialed teacher and/or a district visual and performing arts coordinator The Arts, Music and Physical Education Grant has not capacity to hire for the purposes of instruction.  There was initiated the PETIP grant, AB 1811 2006-2007 and AB 88 2008-2009, in 2006-2007, that was a grant with a required application to be submitted and then random selection process grant for the hiring of physical education teachers to instruct grades K-8.

The Arts and Music Block Grant was reauthorized under SB 77 for 2007-2008 and AB 88 for 2008-2009.

Should you have further questions about the background of the two grants, please contact Nancy Carr at ncarr@cde.ca.gov.

