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There are major problems that arts and arts education are facing in our society.

 

First and foremost, perhaps the main reason I left my personal life to take this public job.

Across the united states, school district by school district, arts have been or are being removed from our public education. Across the states, arts are being removed from our public education.

 

The purpose of public education, should not merely be to produce entry-level workers in a consumer society. It should be to produce, full and complete citizens who  can lead productive lives in a contemporary complex free society. 

 

We cannot accomplish that by taking art out of the curriculum nor can we accept being in a society in which access to arts education for a child is a function of their parents' income. This should be one of the key principles of a viable public education. 

 

The second thing which I think is a problem for us is the invisibility of the arts in the media. Media is the way in which society sees itself. We know what our personal experience is and we can judge that through our own eyes. But how we see and understand the rest of society comes from the media. We have never had so much media so present and available in our lives. And yet, the arts virtually do not exist in the media. 

 

I do believe if you took a poll of college freshman and asked them to name an NBA player, boys and girls, they could name 100, NFL 50, rap artists, TV starts....

 

But ask them to name one living American artist, one living American poet, one living American composer...choreographer, biologist, theologian...you would get nothing.

 

And its because our society has not chosen to make the arts part of public culture. Until we address the first and second problems, we can't even begin to deal with the third one. 

 

 Which is that we live in a national culture which does not universally or generally, recognize the value of arts and arts education. You see that reflected in public school decisions, and you see that reflected in terms of the media. 

 

If we want to live in the sort of communities that we long to live in...that we want our children and our grandchildren to live in...the arts and culture must play a part in those. It's one of the most effective ways of not only realizing individual potential but also of building a positive civic identity...

 

There's a 4th problem...there's now a universal decline in reading among Americans- every age group, every ethnic group, every region, every income, every educational level and both genders are reading less than they were 20 years ago...

 

People who read are overwhelmingly more likely to become involved in civic life...

 

Reading like the arts awakens something in people that gives them a better understanding of their potential and the roles they can play in their communities...

 

If we lose this in a democracy we lose perhaps the most important foundation for postivie democratic participation.

 

What can we 1,000 strong do about solving these issues. The answer are very complicated so let me speak for a moment 

 

This is a very good moment for us to speak about the NEA. For roughly the last generation, the culture wars have almost paralyzed public support of the arts in this country at a federal, state or local, state, and national level in the US...

 

When I came into the NEA 5 years ago, my goals were to put the culture wars behind us as we entered the 21st century, not to be paralized by the debates of the previous century. But the only way that we can do this... is by creating a new public conversation. A conversation of substance of reality about the ole of the arts and arts education in society and in the lives of individuals lives. And by changing the conversation to build a new national consensus about the priority that these enterprises represented. And to do so in such a way, that we could restore the NEA's national leadership. 

 

Now the NEA is the only institution that covers and supports all of the arts and arts education in all of the states and jurisdictions. There's an old expression that when the feds sneezes, Wall Street gets a pneumonia, and I think it is true that when the NEA is in trouble when we break up the national consensus when we are not conducting a national productive conversation every arts organization, public and private, inherits that problem. 

 

We needed in a sense to fix our institution...to provide not just leadership but in some ways a kind of positive umbrella for arts organization especially public arts organizations at state and local levels across the country. I'm happy to say we've been successful in doing this. 

 

We have created a new national conversation of real substance about the importance of arts and arts education in our country and that has allowed us to rebuild the NEA.

 

We have been able to focus on programs of the highest quality and for the first time in our history we are truly a national organization. There is not a corner in this country in which we are not currently present...

 

.......................

 

I want to focus on one thing...

 

To have NEA's identity determined by the national programs not the 5 or 6 over which people argue over.

 

The ArtsFund...is a pre-eminent example of the relationship between the private and public sectors to support art.

 

 

 

 

 

 

