Eighth Grade VAPA Mastery Tests
Beginning in 2004 the CAAN members (partners during the 1999-2004 California Arts Work Grants) met to discuss next steps now that the grants were no longer being funded. The conversation led to the belief that a end-of-course exam for first year visual and performing arts courses at the high schools was needed.  There was a great deal of attention, at that time, to the state’s high school exiting exam. As a result of that attention the group decided to work with eighth grade and student proficiency to inform teacher instruction at the end of eighth grade in all four arts disciplines. Members of districts across the state, that had been CAAN members, established four groups, one for each Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) discipline (dance, music, theatre and visual arts which would include digital arts) and each group was charged with writing three tests following a protocol of work the group established. Upon completion of the three tests (versions A, B and C so a middle school could rotate through the tests in a three year cycle)  they then submitted to a review process and an administration manual designed. Music was the first VAPA discipline to have this review process complete. As a result of this the group determined to have districts volunteer to use the Music test the spring of 2009 and provide feedback on the tests, the administration and all aspects of administering the end-o- course test in music. Based upon the input received for the music test, the other three disciplines’ tests and the administration manuals will be adjusted and ready for use the spring of 2010
Eighth Grade VAPA Mastery Dance, Theatre and Visual Art Tests 
Beginning spring 2010 field-testing for dance, theatre and visual art will be available for field-testing by CAAN districts. If you are a CAAN district and would like to be part of this field test please call RIMS California Arts Project at 909-537-5938 or email Armalyn De La O, Director at adelao@csusb.edu.  The Mastery Tests in Dance, Theatre and Visual Art are designed to be used in discipline specific classes to determine programmatically how eighth grade students are demonstrating proficiency on the California State Content Standards in dance, theatre or visual art.

If you are not currently a CAAN district you can still be part of this process by registering at www.artsedcalifornia.com under Assessment and CAAN Arts Mastery Tests.  The cost to register your district as a member of CAAN is $100.00.  This is a lifetime fee.  After joining CAAN you then can contact RIMS California Arts Project (see above) to be part of the field test.  If your district has joined in 2009 to field-test the Eighth Grade Arts Mastery Test in Music you do not need to pay an additional fee for using the other three Mastery Tests.  The $100.00 fee is good for all four tests.

If you have any other questions regarding the Eighth Grade Arts Mastery Tests or regarding arts education in California you may contact Nancy Carr at the California Department of Education (ncarr@cde.ca.gov). 

