Newman's Chamber

activities Saturday,

tree-Tighting, craft
hooths, entertainment
and much more. A
heaming Zoe Munoz
was among those
sharing Christmas
wishes with Santa.
The fit Christmas tree,
downtown decorations

. NEWMAN - A blueprint to
incorporate a coordinated vi-
sual and performing arts ele-
ment into the curriculum at
all grade levels — while pro-
viding the teacher training
and facilities needed to sup-
port an ambitious creative
arts program over the long
haul - will be presented to the
schooi board Monday.

Members of the committee
which put together the plan
envision the day when every
student has the opportunity
to participate in a perform-
ing, visual or graphic arts
program of their choice and
to showcase the local talent

which takes many different
forms.

“You ask any educator or
parent, and they will tell you
that it is imperative that we
allow the creative arts tobe a
part of our schools,” explained
Jeri Hamera, the district’s di-
rector of curriculum,.

The ecreative arfs are a nat-

ural in a community which .

takes justifiable pride in its

‘strong heritage of theatre

arts; she reflected.

A vibrant visual and. per-
forming arts program could
encompass numerous disci-
plines — from dance to mu-
sic to drama - can enrich

‘ibrant creative arts pro;

studenis’ experience while
exposing them to creative
new opportunities, Hamera
reflected,

That’s not to say that the
district is devoid of fine arts
currently, she stressed.

From a strong visual arts
program at the high school
and middle school to a solid
music program, there are ex-
amples of where the Newman-
Crows Landing district shines
in the art arena.

“There is already a lot go- -

ing on here,” Hamera pointed
out. )

But there is no coordinated
top-to-bottom plan for visu-

T

al and performing arts, and
when a new grant funding
program was started last year
the district saw an opportu-
nity to create just that,

“We get $48,000 a vear and
are now in our second year,”
Hamera said. “We have not
spent money, so we have a
good fund to kick things off
with.

“We elected to kéep the
funding at the district level
to create a comprehensive
visual and performing arts
plan,” she went on. “Creating
the plan was optional, but we

See ARTS | PAGE A7
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