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No Child Left Behind (NCLB) and the Williams Case has increased awareness and has outlined who may provide instruction in dance, music, theatre, and visual arts in California’s public schools. The information below reflects current NCLB specifications.

· Visual and Performing Arts (otherwise known as “the arts” of VAPA) is a NCLB core academic subject. California, in response to the NCLB directive to determine their state definition of “the arts”, defines the arts as dance, music, theatre and visual arts. 

· NCLB teacher compliance has three requirements. A teacher of core academic subjects must have: (1) a bachelor’s degree; (2) a state credential or have an Intern Certificate/Credential for no more than three years; (3) demonstrated core academic subject matter competency. NCLB recognizes two classifications of teachers: “New” and “Not New”. A “New” to the profession teacher holds a California Credential or a California Intern Credential/Certificate issued on or after July 1, 2002. A “Not New” to the profession teacher holds California Credential or a California Intern Credential/Certificate issued before July 1, 2002. NCLB recognizes two types of teachers: elementary and middle/high school. See the NCLB Teacher Requirements Resource Guide at http:// www.cde.ca.gov/nclb for further information regarding the process or contact Nancy Carr, Visual and Performing Arts Consultant, Professional Development and Curriculum Support Division, at (916) 445-5669 or by e-mail at ncarr@cde.ca.gov. For questions regarding Charter Schools, please contact Gary Page, Charter Schools Division, at (916) 445-7689 or by  

     e-mail at gpage@cde.ca.gov.    

· The Williams Case indicates that there must be equity in the delivery of instruction for all students by highly qualified teachers.  

· California Education Code (EC) 51220 (grades seven through twelve) speak to instruction of the subjects of dance, music, theatre and visual arts, with emphasis upon the development of aesthetic appreciation and the skills of creative expression.

· University of California and California State University requires one year of visual and performing arts of their applicants for admission.

With the advent of NCLB and the Williams Case,  it is a new day for arts education instruction. Delivery of instruction is the responsibility of the credentialed teacher. This calls for strong professional development for the generalist teacher and the arts specialist teachers to be able to design and deliver standards-based arts instruction for all students. For further information on Professional Development, refer to Learning…Teaching…Leading…Report of the Professional Development Task Force, 2002 (CDE Press, 1-800-995-4099). 
